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But thy Providence, O Father, Govery« 


- 


H E Providence of God is a divine Per- 
fection, Which diſpoſes of all Things 
with a ſovereign Wiſdom, His principal 
| Care is to watch in the Government 
of his Creatures, to provide Things neceſſary for . 
their Conſervation, and to conduct all to their 
Ends by proper Ways. | 
There is nothing more known, nor more hid, 
than this. Providence. It is ſo known, that the 
ſingle Sight of Nature ſufficeth | to diſcover it: 
Nor can any ſee the Symmetrie, Order, and Go- 
vernment of the World, without. being convinced, 
that there is one firſt Reaſon, one ſovereign In- 
telligence, and one infinite, Wiſdom that rules all 
Things with the exacteſt Proportion, Meaſure, and 
Method. - (Arr e | | 
Nevertheleſs, the Conduct of this Providence, 
particularly with regard to Men, is ſo hid, ſo myſ- 
terious, and ſo profound, that ſeveral not being 
able to ſound that Depth of Knowledge, and Wil- 
dom, have loſt themſelves in their Thoughts, and 
fallen into great Errours. Nor can they compre- 
hend, from whence comes it, that the Wicked are 
in Proſperity, in Abundance, and in Joy, whilſt 
the-Juſt ſigh in Adverſity, in Indigence, and in 
Pain: They have diſown'd Providence, and per- 
ſuade themſelves, that God troubles not himſelf 
1 M | Shout 
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_ abour-humane Affairs,” that-he judges them * 


_ Chriftian, who do confeſs Providence with their 


though without it, they can da nothing, project 
_ Adthiiig, nor execute any one Thing. 


Sorts of manner; by Diſtruſt, by Murmuring, and 


Want, by Murmuring in Afflictions that befall 


And te flies wich wat Wiſdom it diſpoſes of all 


its Help, you will infallibly obtain theſe three Ad- 
vrantages; Aſſiſtance in Wants, Conſolation in At- 
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worthy of his Care, and that he abandons them 
to Fortune, or the Induſtry of each one. 

But to condemn this falſe Doctrine, and juſtify . 
Provideyce n theſe inſolent Cenſurers that i 7” 
thus ättack it, Lan proceed as follows, UE. 

Ir is certain, that © pos is a Providence which 
ſees all, that diſpoſes of all, and that provides for all. 
Nevertheleſs, not only the Pagan, but alſo the 


Möôuths, diſown. it in their Hearts; or at leaſt 
eonſide no more in it, than if they believed it not. 
They repoſs themſelves on their own Conduct, on 
their Addreſs, on their Strength, on their Pru - 
den ce, on their Valour, on their Merit, on their 
Ktowledge, on their Credit, on their Authority, 
on their Riches, and ſeldom ever on Providence; 


' -T fin chat theſes offend: Providence ig three 
by ill founded Fear: By Diſtruſt of ſuffering in 


them, and by in founded Apprehenſions in. Dangers 
 Whiere-they' meet with them. 7179 


It is this that obliges me to juſtify Providence, 


Things, with what Application it watches on the 
Conduct of -rhoſe who confide in it, with what 
Goodhefs it aſſiſts us in our Wants, comforts us 


In our Afflictions, and protects us in Perils, our 


ef which ue could not extricate our ſelves. 
For Providence never diſappointed the Hopes of 
thoſe wh repoſed in It; and if you reſign your 
ſelves tô its Conduct, by à petfect Confidence in 


f ict ions, and Aſſurance in Dangers, Obſerve what 
ſhall ſay to all theſe. © Paper 
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FIRST POI NT. 


The 2 Injury that we 4% to Providence, 
„ Difiraſs in Waits. 


The wiſe Government of Providence in the Or- 
der of Nature, obliges us to moderate our exce'- 
ſve Care in temporal Things, to baniſh violent 
Inquierude that we often give our ſelves in the bad 
State of our Affairs, to live in perfect Tranquillity 
in che midſt of Alarms, and to repoſe our ſelves 
on that ſovereign Wiſdom, which perpetually 
watches on the Conſervation of all his Creatures, 
that provides fo well in the Wants of the leaſt Ani- 
mals, and that without doubt will never forget 
the Neceſſity of Men, who are his moſt noble 
Works, and the mpſt dear Objects of his divine 
omplacency. 4 
What then is more unreaſonable than to ſee a Chriſ— 
ian always in Agitation and in Impulſe, for acquiring 
pf Riches, and fortifying himſelf after this Man- 
er againſt future Neceſſities; always in. a ſort of 
diſtruſt, and fear of wanting; always impreſſed 
vich a thouſand ſuperfluous Cares, and always 
abouring in à thoufand imaginary Wants, which 
hance to repreſent themſelves to him, and thus 
 Whreatning him in his Fortune. wig ba 
| Does he think that this ſame Providence, which 
Poariſches the Inſects, prepares the Neſt to the Birds, 
hat cloaths*the Flowers with thoſe fine Qrnaments 
ar Eyes behold, will leave, in Nakedneſs, in Indi- 
Peace, and in Miſery, his faithful Servants, that 
e has adopted for his Children, that he has de- 
- WMinated to his Glory, and for whom he has infi- 
te Tenderneſſes. 1 a J * Nin (vb, 77 
een. 8 This 
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This fore God that has given himſelf for us, 
and. that has intirely ſacrificed himſelf to our Wel. 
fare, can he put us away from his Heart, and ſo 
forget our Fntereſt, as not to provide Things nc- 
ceſſary for us? 

After he has freely oe montested his ſupernatu- 
ral Benefits thar we could not require, becauſe he 
is infinitely above us, can he refuſe us the Things 
that Nature ſtands in need * Pr her Conſerra- 
tion, and Subſiſtence? 

Do the Things of Nature coſt him more than 

the Things of Grace? And if he gave the Price 
of his Blood to merit thoſe for us, ſhall he refuſe 
us one Word of his Mouth for to procute us them, 
particularly when we ſhall repreſent gur Wants to 
4 86 and water his Altar with our Tears? 
*Tis enough that he ſpeaks the Word, for oblj- 
gi ag the Earth, and The Sea, to ſtrip re 
to cloth us, and to empty themſelves for filling 
us.— Dixit, et facta ſunt— It is not ſo eaſy for him 
to remedy our ſupernatural Wants, as to provide 
for us temporal Neceſſaries: If then he dyed as a 
Remedy ſor one, ſhall it be difficult to him to 
provide for the other. 

But if he is fo liberal towards tho Impious, that 
are his mortal Enemies 3. if he not only gives them 
veceſſery Things, but alſo ſuperfluous 3 it he heaps 

n them Riches, Honours, and Pleaſures; can he 
de induced to forſake the Juſt, that are his Fa- 
yourites, and his Ele& ; can he fee them miſerable 
without Tenderneſs of Heart at the Sight of their 
Miſery, and without opening on them the Divine 
Springs of his Mercy? 

If he is ſomerimes dw in ſuccouting their Ne- 
Soſbjeg, it not gut of a ſecret Artifice of his 
Lore; ith an advantagious Deſign to his 
Province 4 Fo will for a Seaſon. exerciſe and 
prove them; for augmenting their Crown * thei! 
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7 What has he not done for Abraham, Fo Tat, 
' for Jacob, for Moſes, for David, for Daniel, and for 
all the Saints of the Old and New Teſtament. 


Did not his Providence always follow Alrabam 
in his Pilgrimages; did it not admirably protect 
him, when in Egypt, againſt King Pharaoh, who 
took away his Wife, and who was conſirained to 
return her, without having touch'd her, though he 


Was extreamly enamour'd? So in Aſa, with regard 


to his Brother Lot, whom they had carried away 
Captive, and for whom he ſo happily fought as to 
regain his Liberty, by a memorable Victory that 
he obtained over four conquered Princes ?— Gen. c. 


' xii. and c. xiv. 


Did not this ſame Providence take 1ſaac from 
the Altar, where he was to have been offered, ar- 


| reſting the Hand that was lifted up to facrifice 
him, and ſubſtituted another Victim in his Place? 


Gen. xxii. 3 

Did he not in favour of Jacob change the Heart 
of Laban, who had taken Arms to deſtroy him; 
and who having it in his Power, very diſtant 


from doing him Harm, began to contract with 


him a ſtri& Alliance ? Gen. xxx1: | 
The ſame Way that the Brothers of Joſeph took 
to loſe the Innocent; did it not ſerve Providence 


to preſerve him, and render him the Conſervator 
of the World, in that great Famine which afflicted 


all the Earth? - St 
Moſes on the Nile, his Cradle ſerving him as a 


Barque, is abandon'd to Providence; and Provi- 
- . dence Which took care of him, return'd him to his 
Mother, and cauſed him to be brought up in the 


Court of the ſame Prince, who would have pur 
him to death. Exod. ii. dns ee 
Was not all the Life of David one continual 


Proof of Providence? 80855 a 
Daniel was caſt into the Babylonian Den, where 


the 
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the Lyons were taught to faſt, at the Sight of 4 
Man who had paſſed all his Life in faſting. 
How often is the Corn, the rink, the Money, 
and other neceſſary Things of Life, miraculouſly 
multiplied cither in the Houſe of the Poor, who 
had not wherewith to ſupply their Wants; or in 
that of the Rich, which were exhauſted in Ads 
olf Charity? | | | 
Has it been ever ſeen, ſays the Propliet, that a 
righteous Man ſighs in Poverty, and complains of 


bis bad Fortune; has Providence ever forſaken 


him; and has it not accompany'd him, even in 
Fetters of Iron, where deſtitute of all humane 
Succour, he had no other Recourſe than to the 
divine Aſſiſtance? Pſalm xxxvi. Wiſdom x. 

A Mother, ſays this Providence by the Mouth 
of J1ſaiah, can ſhe forget her Infant; and when ſhe 
can be ſo hard hearted for that dear Half of her 
- felf, know, faithful Soul, I ſhall never be ſo to 
thee : I have engraved thee in my Hands, and 
and thou arr always preſent to my Eyes. I am al- 
Ways near thee, when thou thinkeſt me diſtant. I 
know all thy Wants, and if I don't relieve them 
preſently, I will not tarry long from thy Deliver- 
ance. If I ſometimes. ſcem to abſent my ſelf, wait 
my Return with Patience; becauſe I will come 
again inſtantly, and in haſte, to finiſh thy Evils, 
and heap on thee my Goodneſs. — Hab. ii. 
| Nevertheleſs, we muſt not fo repoſe. our ſelyes 
on this Providence, as to neglect working, and 
live in Idlereſs. _ ORE FO 

We muſt always be doing; but without Exceſs, 
and without Anxiety: Always watching our Af- 
fairs; but without Paſſion, and without Murmur- 
ing when Succeſs does not anſwer to our Deſires: 
Always uſe Diligence; and when we have carried 
dur Cares as far as the Exigency of things, leave 
_ the, Event to Providence, and receive equally = ſos 


Hands of God, the good and the bad Iſſuęs, with- 
out conceiving too much Joy for the one, or too 
much Concern for the other; becauſe the one and 
the -other were ordain'd from all Eternity, to con- 
duct us to our ſovereign End, and that which to 
us ſeems contrary, often contributes more to our 
eternal Welfare, than the more favourable, and 
the more happy. | a 

But we muſt particularly rule our Cares, to the 
End that we may give more or leſs Application 
to* Things, according as they are more or leſs 
important. | | e 
Fherefore the firſt of cur Cares ought to be the 
Affair of Eternity; becauſe that Affair is to us 
of infinite Conſequence, ſince it produces an Eter- 
nity of Pleaſure, or an Eternity of Miſery. 


After that, we muſt think on the Neceſſities of 


Liſe, to provide for them according to the Rules 
of Providence, and according to the Laws of Juſtice. 
The, laſt of our Cares, or that which ought ne- 
ver to imploy us, if true Prudence rules our Con- 
duct, is to have ſuperfiuous Enjoyments; as Rich- 
es; Dignities, and Places of Fruſt ; becauſe that 
theſe Things are not neceſſary, but are very often 
pernicious, 'by the Diſorder they cauſe us, by the 
Pride that they inſpire us with, and by the Eaſi- 
neſs that they afford us ro gratify our Paſſions. 
But this Order is overturned in the World. The 
firſt of our Cares becomes the laſt, and the laſt 
takes place of the firſt. Men think of nothing but 
the Conſervation of the Body, and ſeldom ever of 
the Salvation, of the Soul: They labour for nothing 
but temporal Benefits, and hardly ever for thoſe 
eternal. They are always in agitation for acquiring 
an imaginary Felicity, and ſeldom make one Ef- 
fort to arrive at that happy Condition, in which 
confilts their eternal Repoſe. | 


3 N 


your eternal Good? 


the Seaſons, from the 


World; and if, upon that Suppoſition, their Wit- 
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To ths Sort, one may juſtly make the Re- 
proach of the Evangeliſt: Thou art careful and 


' troubled about many Things, but one Thing is 
needful. Why.run you after a thouſand different 


Objects, ſince there is but one only that is capable 


to content you ? Why ſearch you in the Creatures, 


that which you cannot find but in God; who is 
not only the ſole Principle from whom you derived 
your Being, but alſo the End where you can find 


0 


Learn here then, firſt, not to diſtruſt Providence 
in your Wants; and ſecondly, not to murmur a- 
gainſt Providence in your Diſtreſs. 


SECOND POINT. 


Toe ſecond Tajttry that is done to Pyovidenice, is 
| Mu muring is eAfſiftions. 


I conſtantly hear of Complaints againſt Provi- 


dence: Several murmuring inſolently, that God 


cruſhes them under A fflict ions, and lets them 
groan in Poverty, in Confuſion, in Pain, in Diſ- 


eaſes, in Fetters, in Puniſhment, in Diſgraces, and 


other Evils, that ſpring from the Irregularity of 
njuſtice of Men, or from 
the Violence of Devils; as if he had intirely for- 
got them, or as if they had ſuffered all Things 
/// ĩ 5 
But the will repreſs this impious Motion of 
the Heart, if they conſider that God permits not, 
or ordains not all theſe Things, but out of his ſo- 
vereign Wiſdom, by an infinite Goodneſs; and for 
ſuch juſt Reaſons, that theſe very ſame Perſons, 
who ſo complain of his Conduct, could not do 
otherways, if they had the Government of the 
en 


dom 
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„„ 
dom and their Bounty anſwered to their Autho- 
rity and their Power: Becauſe it appertains to 
the ſovereign Maſter of the World to let natu- 
ra] Cauſes act, and not to ſtop the Courſe of 
Things for particular Conſiderations... 

What would be the Conſequence if he ſhould 
hinder the Winds, the Rain, the Heat, the Cold, 
the Clouds, the Jempeſts, and the Storms, becauſe 
theſe. Things are prejudicial to that Man, or that 
Town, or that Province. Fo 

For the particular Advantage of ſome one, the 
Order, of Providence ought not to. be ſubverted, 
nor the Courſe of Nature ſtopt; ſeeing principally 
that that which hurts one, profits another, and 
that a particular Benefit ought to yield to a pub- 
lick Gocd. 1 2 

For liberal Cauſes, he muſt yet leſs hinder their 
act ing; he mult ſtill leave them more in the Power 


* of actirg, or not to act at all; becauſe Conſtraint 


and Neceſſity deſtroy Liberty and Merit. Beſides, 
it is not requiſite God ſhould uſe Violence to 
bring Men to Happineſs, or to turn them from Evil. 
Has not Virtue Beauty enough in itſelf to make 
it be beloved, and has not Vice Deformity ſuffici- 
ent to make ir hated, without forcibly kindling 
in our Hearts, an Affection for the one, or Aver- 
"loo t9-the other:2- 5 
Ils it not ſufficient ſor retaining Men in their 
Duty, to propoſe to them a Recompence or Puniſh- 
ment, according to the Good or the Ill they do, 
without forcing theit Liberty, or impoſing on them 
the Neceſſity of living well? Sa 
Ik they abule Liberty by throwing themſelves 
into Debauchery, does not God know how 'to re- 
eſtabliſh them in the Order out of which they re- 
volted, and draw Good from that Licence they took 
to do Evil? As he made the Works of Nature out 
of nothing, can't he ä Works of Grace 
Wy 13 fue come 
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come out of Sin ? And if Men reform not their 


Faults in the Time of his Mercy, cannot he repair 
them in the Time of his Juſtice? | 


Moreover what Reaſon have we to' murmur a- 


gainſt Providence when we are in Adverſity, fince 
all the Evils that we ſufter in this World, are they 
not agreeable to the State where we now are, 


and the Conſequents of that Nothing from whence 


we were taken, or the Punifhment of Sin in which 
we were conceived, or the Preſages of the Grave, 
that is to reduce us to Duſt ? 3 

Therefore God permits all theſe Things: Firſt, 
to the End that all ſhould know what they are 
of themſelves, and what are the Miſeries, which 


without the Succours of Grace they may fall into. 
For, im ſhort, it is the deplorable State of humane 
Nature, to be atracked in all Parts, without hav- 


ing neceſſary Arms for her Defence: This ought 
to beat down the Pride of Man, and oblige him 
to acknowledge his Weakneſs ; ſince of all Animals 
endowed with Senſe and Underſtanding, he is the 
moſt defective, and the moſt incapable, to ſuſtain 
himſelf 8 | 5 | 


This, in the ſecond Place, is the fatal Inheritance ‚ 


that we have received from our firſt Father, who 


has nor only tranſmitted even to us his Sin, but 
has alſo made us bear the Paniſhment of it; ſince 


his Rebellion having paſſed from his Perſon to 
thoſe of his. Deſcendants, he has rendred them 
Enemies to God, and by this Way drawn on them 
the Revolt of all the Creatures. 

But in ſhort, this is the ſad Condition of our 
Exile, to the End that we may long after our na- 


tive Country, and having nothing for our Share 


in this World, but Labour and Pain, we ſhould 


lift up our Hearts towards that happy Dwelling- 
Place, where. we may hope wind eternal Joy 
and Repole. | "OREN + | 


7 Another 4 
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Another Conſideration that ought to allay all 
our Troubles, is, that they are no ways propor- 
tionable to our Demerits; for it is certain, that 
{xr one ſingle mortal Sin, we deſerve eternal Pu- 
\iſhment : Inſomuch, that we have juſt Reaſon to 
bleſs Providence, inſtead of complaining of its ri- 
gorous Uſage, when we ſee all the Evils of this 
Life fall on us, which bear not the leaſt Proporti- 
on to thoſe of Eternity neither for Violence nor 
Endurance. | . 

Far from falling into Murmuring, we ought to 
enter into this juſt Sentiment: I have deſerved to 
be eternally condemned to Flames that will never 
be extinguiſhed ; wherefore then don't I patiently 
and willingly ſuffer ſome few Pains which ſo ſoon 
pals away, and that are nothing in compariſon 
of thoſe horrible Torments that I ſhall for ever 
mdure in Hell. If God treats me with th<*fame- 
Rigour that he uſes towards many others, that are 
not more guilty than my ſelf, and who are never- 
theleſs damned; wherefore ſhall I not render im- 
mortal Thanks to that favourable Providence, 
which exerciſcth ſuch merciful Juſtice on me, and 
thar exchanges a few ſuffering Moments, for an E- 
tmity of Torments that I have deſerved ? | 
When you have not notoriouſly provoked God's 
Juſtice, but have always endeavour'd to cheriſh the 
Grace received at your Baptiſm ; he ſuffers you 
tb commit only one venial Sin, in order to make 
you know that you are not unjuſtly afflicted, and 
that you incomparably merit more than you ſuffer. 
It is therefore the favourable Conduct of divine 
Providence towards you, to chaſtiſe you in this 

orld in ſo gentle a Manner, and not to defer 
four Puniſhment for that Gulf of Flames, into 
ich his rigorous Juſtice plunges thoſe ſinful 
puls, who do not acquieſce here with the Chaſ- 
bement of their Offences. © Y : 

hs | ; _ But 


* 
* 


r 


But, in ſhort, Is it not like trying the Vertue 0 
that precious Metal, which we prove by Fire! 
How can we diſtinguiſh that which is true and (; 
lid from that which is baſe and counterfeit, if jr 
was not by the Proof of Afflictions, and in th 
Furnace of Adverſitß? „ 
' . You ſometimes believe that you are very hun 
ble, becauſe that Calumny attacks not your Hy 
nour ; very moderate, begauſe you meet with n 
Obſtacle ro your Deſigns ; very peaceable, becauſe 
nothing moleſts you; very chaſte, becauſe tha 
God, who knows your Weakneſs, permits. not th 
uaclcan Spirit to tempt you. 4 
But if Men wound your Reputation by Slander 
or vex you by ſome ſubtle Method, which thc 
are ſeldom at a Loſs to find out; then by th 
Smoak is preſently ſeen, that the Fire of Reveng 
is foſter'd in your Heart, and that you are lik 
thoſe Vulcanoes or burning Mountains, whidf 
conſume their neighbouring 3 by the Co 
buſtion that proceeds from their Inſides. 
Ik they thwart your Deſigns, or ruin your Pr. 
jets, your Courage fails, and Anger trauſpor 
you: If they have raiſed you Enemies, and crea 2 
24 you Trouble, you ſoon become uneaſy and 
larm'd: When the Wind of Temptation blows, a 
the Dzmon of Incontinence attacks you, .you 4 
vanquiſhed, and the Funeral Rites may be re: 
1 for your Dying Chaſtity. 
Therefore a Man cannot know himſelf, nor ju 
if he is faithful ro his Duty; till after he has be 
proved by Perſecution, and ſuffered by AfMidi 
It is to this Purpoſe, that God by his wiſe Pro 
dence, ordains theſe fevere Proofs, for to diſtingu 
the Souls truly juſt, from thoſe that are only (0 
Appearance, for to take off the. Mask of all d 
guiled Virtues; for diſcovering with Confuſe 
thoſe that ſearch after nothing more * 
eee n 
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pralſe of their own Works ; and for to crown with 
Glory thofe who endeavour moſt to keep them 
ſecret. | | ; 2 N 
For indeed the trueſt Holineſs that would not 

be known, dwells in Darkneſs, unleſs Perſecution 
gives it that clear Luſtre, which makes it ſhine in 


the Eyes of all Men; and that obliges even a Man's 
Perſecutors to admire him. n 
For as Seneca ſays, God ſees nothing more great 
in the World, than a Man who triumphs over his 
bad Fortune. 5 EY | 

And it is for this Reaſon the Apoſtle ſays, That 
Patience renders the Work perfeft. — James 1. For, like 
the Carver. who ſtriking his Statue, ſeems to. de- 
firoy it, while he is perfecting it, and to ſpoil it, 
while he is enfiching it; ſo God, who would make 
all che Ele& his Images in Perfection; ſtrikes us, 
and redoubles on us the Blows of his Juſtice, . of his 
Wiſdom, and of his Goodneſs, to aboliſh thar 

which is ſuperfluous, imperfect, and vicious in us. 
By this Way he poliſhes us, he perfects us, to 
the End: that he may one Day place us in the Pa- 
lace of his Glory, as the richeſt Embelliſhments 
of his Court, as the fineſt Works of his Power, 
and the moſt lively Marks of his Grandeur. 

It is from hence that we are prepared for ſome 
great Things; it is from hence, ſays St. Auguſtin, 
that we are deſtinated to that which Eye never ſaw, 
nor Ear ever heard, nor can it enter into the Heart 
of Man to conceive. 772 | ö 

Conſider then, if you have any Room to Murmur 
againſt Providence when you are afflicted, ſince: 
it is never more favourable than when it ſeems to 


you the contrary : But if your Complaints are 
dul unjuſt, if your Diſtruſt is unreaſonable; I add, 
{> that your Apprehenfions are ill-founded ;: becauſe: 
under the Wing of Providence you ought to fear 


nothing; for you are certain to find not only Aſ- 


ſtance in your Wants; not only Conſolation: j 
your Afflictions, but alſo Safety in Dangers, 
1 am going to ſhew. 


THIRD POINT. 


The third Injury that is done to Providence, 
1s, Fear in Danger-. . 


We very much offend Providence, when ve re- 
ly not on her Protection, and when we alarm 
ourſelves in Perils; becauſe this vain Terrour is 
a Mark, not only that we do not confide in the 
Providence of God, but alſo that we do not be- 
lieve in him: For in ſhort, if we are truly con- 
vinced of this great Truth, that there is a Provi- 
dence, and that there can be nothing done in the 
World without it, we ſhall be in a perfect 
Tranquillity, and intirely baniſh this vain Fear, 
which abates our Courage in. Dangers.” 

Thus the principal Advantage that may be 

drawn from this Providence is Security in Dangers, 
from whence 1s bred a certain Confidence,. which 

cauſes a Man to fear nothing in the midſt of 
Alarms. | | | 

This Aſſurance which conſtitutes a quiet Life, 
and this Undauntedneſs that is found in the Heart 
of a Chriſtian, beyond even that of a Heroe, is 
founded on this Principle of Reaſon, and of Faith, 

that there happens nothing in the World, without 
the Permiſſion, or without the Order of God. 
They can do neither Good nor Harm, if God 
permits it not, or if it is not ordained by him. 

For the Good, no one can deny that Cod is 
its proper Author, ſince he is the Eſſential Good, 
the primitive Benchcence, and the immortal Spring, 
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from whence flows all the Bounty that-is found 
poured on his Creatures. Jar, gil 
For that which regards the Evil, there are two 
Sorts; the one Natural, and the other Moral.“ 
The Firſt comes from a natural Cauſe, as Bar- 
renneſs, Pain, and Diſeaſe. The Second proceeds 
from a free Cauſe, as Injuſtice, Perſecution, and 
r Ke 8 yn 
re. For the Firſt, which comes from a ncceſſary 
im Principle, as when the Action cannot be naturally _ 
"158 hindered, it is not indecent to attribute it im- 
the mediately to God; and the Faith obliges us to 
be- believe, that God ordains it by an infinite Wiſ- 
n- dom, either to chaſtize Men, to prove them, to 
VWF take them from the Earth, or to make them lan- 


- 


he guiſh after an Abode more happy. 
i For the Second, which comes from the bad Uſe 
r, that Men make of their Liberty, although God 
wills it nor. poſitively, and that he be not pro- 
perly the Author, becauſe he is the ſovereign Ho- 
lyneſs, and that, very far from allowing of Sin, 
he deteſts it, he forbids it, he puniſhes it, and 
co-· operates no other Way than as he is the firſt 
Agent, who in the natural Order of Things can- 
not refuſe his Concurrence to Actions of ſecond 
Cauſes ; he can nevertheleſs hinder them, without 
uling of Violence, and without Conſtraint to the 
Liberty of Men. However, he hinders them not, 
and, as Divines ſay, he tolerates them for ſub- 
lime Reaſons; as for exerciſing the Patience of 
the Juſt by the Iniquity of the Wicked, to make 
the Vertue of one ſhine by Oppoſition to the Vice 
5 of the other; for manifeſting his Juſtice againſt 
) thoſe that abuſe his Goodnefs and to make his 
| 


divine Wiſdom be admired, which does not per- 
mit Evil, otherwiſe than to draw Good from it, 
and. which has the Secret to bring out of ſuch an 
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Evil Fountain, fo valuable Thiogs as Penitence, 
Grace, and Glory. 

For as he made the natural World out of no- 
thing, he made Sin a Being, yet more barren than 
nothing, out of the World ſupernatural : He drew 
the Reparation of Man out of his Ruin, and as 
the Tranſgreſſion of Adam ſerved as a Motive to 
A the Incarnation of the Word, it is with a juſt Sen- 

timent that the Church ſings , Happy Fault which 
has merited ſo great a- Redeemer. 15 

Thus all. Things are ſubject to Providence, the 
Good and the Evil, the Guilty and the Innocent, 
the Agreeable and the Diſagreeable, the Happy 
and the Unhappy, becauſe God has pre- ordained 


all by his eternal Decrees, and hath conformed all 


to the moſt holy Ends, moſt excellent, and moſt 
advantagious. Ecclus. ii. 14.— Proſperity and Adver- 
fity, Life and Death, Poverty and Riches, come of the 
Tord, and not from any other Principle. Deut. xxxii. 
39.— It is me, ſays he by Moſes, that kill and make 
alive: I wound and I heal, neither is il ere any that 
can deliver cut of my Hand. Iſaiah xlv. 7. -I am the 
Lord, ſays he by Iſaiah, I form the Light, and create 
Darkneſs : 1 make Peace, and create Evil : I the Lord 
do all theſe Things —— 

From whence I conclude, firſt, char neither Men 
nor Angels, nor Beaſts, nor the Elements, nor Fire, 
nor Inundations, nor all the created Powers, can 

do us any manner of Damage, if God ordains it 
not by the poſitive Act of his Will, or if he per- 


mits it not by the wiſe Conduct of his Provi- | 


dence. 
One Hair of your Head can't fall, ſays 728 Son 
of God, without the Conſent of your Father. 
80 when the Devil was unchain d againſt Job, 
carrying away his Flocks and his Herds, de! ola- 
ting his Eſtates, and under the Ruin of his 
l Wahn buried his 5 this holy Man con- 
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fidering the true Original of all theſe Misfor- 
tunes, and the infinite Wiſdom with which they 
were ordained, he ſtopt his painful Thoughts, 
he reſtrain'd his Inclinations to Anger, and con- 
form'd himſelf to the Orders of Heaven. He did 
not ſay as, St. Auguſijn remarks, The Lord gave me 
theſe Riches, and the Devil has taken them a- 
as way; but, the ſame God which gave them me, 
o has taken them away. He is the Maſter that diſ- 
| oſes of all Things according to his divine Will: 
In whatever Manner it pleaſeth him to uſe me, 
1 ſhall always adore his Conduct, and he ſhall 
never receive any other from me than Praiſes and 
Bleſings, | 3 
The ſame. when Shimei treated David in juriouſſy, 
and without reſpecting that Royal Majeſty, which 
the Divine Unction had imprinted on the Fore- 
head of this Monarch, he gave him Maledictions, 
and Curſes 3 this holy King heard him patiently, 
and when thoſe who accompany'd him, would 
have exterminated this Inſolent, he hindered them, 
and forbad any doing him Harm: Becauſe, ſays 
he, It is the Lord who ordains it in this Man- 
ner; 2. Sam, xvi. 10.— So let him curſe, becauſe. the 
Lord hath ſaid unto him, curſe David. —— That 
Tongue that is outragious againſt me, ſerves as 
an Inſtrument of his Juſtice for chaſtizing me, 
it is juſt that I ſubmit to the Slander which it 
has pleaſed God to lay on me 3 and how much 
ſoever provoked he is againſt me for the Sin that 
T have committed, I hope that this Act of my 
Patience will extinguiſh the Fire of his Wrath. 
Lord, I am even dead with Grief, ſays he on 
another Occaſion 3 and when the Inceſt of my 
Daughter Thamar diſhonoured my Houſe, when 
the Ambition of my Son Abſolom endangered my 
Throne, and when the Scourge of a contagious 
Sickneſs depopulated my States; they never heard 
. BE” me 
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i his Providence, as the Works of his Hands, 


EIS 
me mort agatol thy Providence, for I perfeaty 
ſubmitted to thy Win: Becauſe I am very ſenſi- 
ble, that thou .cauſeſt all theſe Things, and that 
wichout being concerned in the Wickednels that 
was carried on by my Children and Subjects, 
thou haſt ordained all by the Counſel of thy 
Wiſdom, or by the Arreſts of thy Juſtice. 
When the Maelites groaned under the Perſecuti- 
on of Infidel Princes, and when they were carried 
captive into ſtrange Kingdoms, they attributed 
3 to their bad Fortune, and they 
did not believe that God, who is the ſovereign 
Goodneſs, could be the principal Cauſe of fo 
many Exils that they endured. On which the 
Prophet then living, reprehended them often, ſay- 
Ing. — Is He any Evil in the World that comes 
not from God? — But Jeremiah ſpeaks ſtill more 
warmly — Who are thoſe Ungodly which ſay, 
that God is not the Cauſe of our Miſeries? Can 
there any thing in the World be done without 
him? And is he not equally the Principle of our 
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Happineſs and of our Aﬀi&ions? 
hl T5 us when any croſs Accident happens to us 
in this World, either by contending for our Right, 
by robbing: us of our Goods, by tarnifhing of our 
| N or by any other Injuſtice or Violence; 
regard not ſo much the Malice of Men, who do 
you theſe Injuries, as the Wiſdom of God, that 
permits them; and without complaining of your 
Suffering by Afflictions, enter into the Deſign of 
him that ſent them, and receive'them as the Blows 


and principally as the Effects of his Bounty, ra- 

ther than the Rigour of his Juſtice. 
And this is a ſecond Confequenct which I draw 
from the preceeding Piſcourſe; that there can hap- 
pen nothing, if God permſts it not, or if he or- 
dains it not: But more, that God neither per- 
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Re 
mits nor ordains any Thing in this World, that 
reſults not to the Advantage of them who ſerve 


3» 


him. 2 | 
All Things, ſays the Apoſtle, work together for 
the Good of thoſe that love God; for Providence 
is a divine Alchymy, which converts to Good all 
the Evil that they endure.; more happy than that 
Art ſo famous, which ſearches to no Purpoſe the 
Secret of turning all Sorts of Metal into Gold. 
It makes all ſerve ro the Benefit of her Elect, even 
that which ſeems pernicious to them: It inrich- 
es them by their Loſſes: It finds them Aſſurance 
in Dangers, their Proſperity in Adverſity, their 
ſoy in Afflictionz their Treaſure $1 Loſſes, their 
Glory in Contempt, and their Life in Death. 
Rom. viii. 28.— And we know that all Things work to- 
gether for good, to them that love God, to them who are 
called according to his Purpoſe TR 
In one Word, it diſpoſes of all Things ſo well 
in their Favour, that it makes rhoſe, who think 
of nothing more than to caſt them down, ſerve 
to raiſe them up, and ſo that their greateſt Ad- 
verſarics are very often more uſeful, than their 
beſt Friends. Conformable to the Thoughts of a 
wiſe Ancient, who ſaid, that the Reſiſtance of 
the Cities of Carthage and Numantia, had contribu-- 
ted more to the Glory of the Romans, than the 
entire Kingdoms, which reſiſted not their Force, 
but voluntarily ſubmitted to their Laws. 0 
For it is certain, If the Saints had been with- 
out Perſeeution, without Wars, and without Com- 
bats, they would have been without Victory, 
without Triumph, and without a Crown. | 
This admirable Care, which divine Providence 
took of thoſe who put themſelves under her Pro- 
tection, and who gave themſelves up to its Con- 
duct, encouraged the Martyrs, inſpired them with 
tat Firmnels, as witneſſed it before the Tribunal 
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"crowned their Labours with Perſeverance," would 
ſooner loſe their Lives than their Courage, 
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of their Judges, in the Sight of thoſe Toftruments 


which were to ſerve for their Deſtruction; and in 
the Amphitheatres where they were expoſed to 


the Fury of Lyons and of Tygers: They knowing 
well that they could undertake nothing againſt 


their Perſons without the Order of Providence, 


and that this fayourable Providence never ordained 


any thing for their Diſadvantage.  _ 
It is for this Reaſon, that the Apoſtles gave De- 
fyance to all the Creatures, and being animated 
by a lively Faith, they ſaid, What can ſeparate us 
from our God? They may break the Cords that 
holds us captive to this mortal Body; but they 
can never diſſęlve the Knot which tyes us to our 
God: And if We. are always inſeparably united to 
that divine Object of our Love, though we ſeem 
ever ſo miſerable here, are we not the happieſt 


Men in the. World, and is not our good Fortune 


equal to that of Angels? 


Thus we may ſee that the Things molt capable of 


cauſing Terrour, did not put a Stop to their Zeal; 
and notwithſtanding all the 'Threatnings that they 


uſed, the Snares that they prepared, the Perſecu- 


tions that they ſuffered, aud the Cruelty that they 
exerciſed on them, they never ceaſed to preach 


the Goſpel. | 


In ygin Danger repreſented it ſelf to their Mind 


With all that is frightful; the Perils in the Seas, 


Perils in Journeys, Perils in Cities, Perils in Pri. 
ſons, Perils with Barbarians, Perils amongſt falſe 
Bretheren, Perils, in ſhort, in all Places where 


they went, and almoſt amongſt all Perſons with 


whom they converſed, nothing could alter them; 
they Went on couragiouſly every where under the 
Conduct of Providence; and the Martyrs who 
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In theſe ſame Sentiments, the Chriſtian Heroes 
ſhewed their Magnanimity in the Combats they 
ſuſtained againſt the Infidels: As they fought for 
God, they knew very well that God reciprocally 
ſought for them, that he watched on their Con- 
ſervation, or that he would repair their Loſs. 

Thus, provided they did not raſhly, expoſe 
themſelves to Perils, but uſed neceſſary Dilligence 
to avoid them, if notwithſtanding they Fad 
themſelves engaged, either by unexpected Adven- 
tures, or by juſt Enterprizes, or by perilous Com- 
miſſions with which they were charged for the 
Welfare of the Church and State; they baniſhed the 
Apprehenſions of Dangers on the Principle of a Re- 
ligion, which has ſuch a Providence, that there can 
nothing be done in the World without its Orders; 
that the Creatures are in the Hands of God as In- 
ſtruments to ſerve in the Execution of his Will, or 
like Machines which only move by the Impreſſions 
that are given them; who not only diſpoſes of all 


Things with a ſovereign Wiſdom, but alſo with 


an infinite Goodneſs towards thoſe that, caſt them- 
ſelves into his Arms, and who ſubmit rhemſelves 
to his Law, F | 3 

I finiſh His Diſcourſe with the wiſe Counſel 
that Eliphaz gave Job, c, xx11.- Acquieſce to 
the Orders of Providence, put your ſelf under the 
Wings of its Protection, receive at the Hands of 


God all Things which happen to you, be they 


favourable, or be they contrary ; and you ſhall en- 
ter into the Kingdom of Peace, where nothi 

ſhall moleſt the Tranquillity of your Soul, where 
all the Efforts of your, Enemies ſhall vaniſh, where 
thoſe ſame Things, which appeared the moſt diſad- 
vantagious, ſhall turn to your Good, and ſhall con- 
tribute to your Felicity; which I wiſh you in the 
Name of the Father, of the Son, and of the 


Foy Ghoſt, Amen. 
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FEST 25 FURY 
"Ty CONTAINING, YO 49. 
E V E R A L Proceſſes of Plowing Various 
Lands. The Tranſcendant Uſes of the late 
invented Hertfordſhire Double-Plough- The 
— Improvements of Grain, Graſſes, - Manurez, 
Bet "ad Trees. The Prevention and Cure 6f Rotter- 
| Sdberp; alſo of the Red-Water, Foot-Rot, C. 
Keeping of Hops, Cows, and Horſes from Diſeaſes 
The Bites of Jockeys expoſed, - Of Pickling Pork, 
428 the proper Veſſels to keep it in. The Breed 

ing of Fowls. A New-Invented Roll. Several 
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1 . Letters concerning Husbandry, and the 
Author's Anſwers. Alſo a Method to have ful, 
Wo, Crops, of Barley, even in Sands and Fravels in the 
_-: Summer, at a {mall Charge. With other, 


beneficial Matters tending to the Improvement 0 
. this moſt uſeful Science. And is not only neceſſar 
W eu Farmers, Graziers, Oc; in this Month, but 
8 of great Importance all the Year after. > 
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